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RESUMO DE DISSERTACAO

A ECOLOGIA POLITICA E A EXPLORACAO
DA AGUA MINERAL DE SAO LOURENCO.

THE POLITICAL ECOLOGY AND THE
EXPLOITATION OF THE MINERAL
WATER OF SAN LORENZO.

RESUMO

Esta dissertacdo analisa o conflito socioambiental relacionado a ex-
ploragdo da dgua mineral da estdncia hidromineral de Sdo Lourenco
(Minas Gerais), pela empresa Nestlé. O estudo adota a abordagem
da ecologia politica, que ressalta as dindmicas socioeconomicas e
ambientais que envolvem os problemas derivados das relacoes hu-
manas com a natureza. O objetivo é fazer um exame interdisciplinar
que gere um conhecimento mais integral das relacdes complexas
inerentes aos conflitos socioambientais, ligadas as dindmicas am-
bientais, a economia, a politica e a cultura. O estudo conclui que a
continuidade da economia relativamente estavel e prospera da cida-
de depende da exploragdo turistica das aguas minerais. Essa conti-
nuidade s6 ocorrera se a reacio da sociedade local for capaz de pro-
vocar mudangas significativas no atual modelo de gestao das suas
aparentemente amea¢adas aguas minerais, tanto por parte da em-
presa, quanto do municipio e dos 6rgaos gestores estaduais e fede-
rais. Este trabalho podera servir como instrumento politico para os
cidaddos de Sao Lourengo na luta pelo seu direito ao meio ambiente
ecologicamente equilibrado e pela preservacéo de sua riqueza na-
tural para as geragoes futuras. Podera servir ainda como referéncia
para outros estudos em que se aplica a andlise interdisciplinar para
a compreensdo dos problemas complexos derivados da relacao entre
a exploragdo de recursos naturais e sociedade.
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ABSTRACT

This text examines the socioenvironmental conflict
related to the extraction of the mineral waters lo-
cated in the municipality of Sdo Lourenco (Minas
Gerais, Brazil), conducted by the Nestlé corporation.
The approach adopted is that of political ecology,
that is capable of emphasizing the socioeconomic
and environmental dimensions of the relations be-
tween humans and nature. The goal was to produce
an interdisciplinary study that could generate a
fuller understanding of the interplay between envi-
ronmental, economic, political and cultural factors.
Findings show that Sao Lourengo’s relatively stable
and prosperous economy is based on the flow of

tourists attracted by its apparently waning mineral
waters. The continuity of this status depends on the
ability of the local society to cause significant chang-
es in the current management model applied in the
extraction of mineral waters, both by Nestle and
by state and federal authorities. It is expected that
this text will support local citizens’ actions geared
toward assuring their rights to an ecologically bal-
anced environment and guaranteeing the natural
endowment for future generations. It may also serve
as a reference for other interdisciplinary studies fo-
cused on the complex problems created by the inter-

actions between society and natural resources.
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